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BOOK REVIEW 


/'lord of New Uruuswiek. Second Edilion: A Maniuil foi’ /denfi- 

Jicdfioii of the Vaseidar l^lanis of New /iniiiswiek by Harold 

R. Hinds. 2()()(). (A)5 pp. ilkis. line drawings. ISBN l-.^SI31- 

OLS-.'S CANS5().()() (softcover) plus CAN$8 s&h. Published 

by the Biology Deparlmenl. Universily of New Brunswiek. 

Frede ri e t o n (oI'de rs: w w w. u n b. ea/de pa i t s/se i e n ee/b i o 1 og \7 
Flora.hlml). 


The 2nd edition ol the Idoni of New Brunswiek was worth the 
wait. It was published Just in time lor the author, a gifted held 
bt)tanist and teaeher. to reali/e his goal ol seeing it in print before 
his untimely death in his early 6()s on May 9. 2001. This 6" X 
9" paperbaek is I.7.S inehes thick and will lit handily in the day- 

. Users inelude botanists, eeolouists, foresters, and students 



in New Brunswiek and adjacent Maine atid other Maritime Prov¬ 
inces. This is a must-have lor all aeademie libraiies throuehout 
northeastern North America and for herbaria worldwide. 

The Ftoru represents the main focus of the latter part of Hal 
Hinds career. His 2.^ years of teaching botany at the University 
ol New Brunswiek (UNB) and in government-sponsored pio- 
grams gave numerous students a much deeper appreciation for 
plants, anel some took up botany as a profession because of his 
inlluenee. One ol his specialties was the Polygonaeeae, aiul he 
spent eight weeks at the Missouri Botanical Garden in 199.^ to 
provide important updates for the I'lora of North Aineriea. As 
Curator of the Connell Memorial Herbarium at UNB from 1979 
to 2001. he expanded and improved the collection signilieantly 
and enjoyed providing loans and resources to visiting scientists. 

His sLieeess at finding historic and previously unknown locales 
lor rare plants enabled him to make a majoi' contribution in the 
protection ol many populations. Hal was known for his adven¬ 
turous anti eourageoLis spirit, and he was willing to tackle baflling 
hybrids that others weie willing to list as "sp.. including the 
wily shatlbushes. asters, setlges. gixisses. and feins. He was al¬ 
ways leady to help others learn dilTieult grou|:)s. and had many 
tips lor field identilieation that matle expeditions especially fun 
and informative. For example, to test for scabrous texture on up¬ 
per culms t)l some Care.w draw the culm tieross your U)W''er liji. 
He brought a clear-eyed approach to some long-standing taxo- 
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noiiiie ehalleiiges by elosely observing morphology and eeology 
ol the laxa over iheir lull lanue of habilals. The 2nd edilion re- 
Meets this deeper underslanding of some diKieult speeies groups. 

The 2nd edition ol' A'/o/v/ of New Brunswick improves over the 
1st edition, published in 10K6. in that it ineludes not only the 
most reeent and best data reeardine svstematie treatments, but 
has the eontributions of many other knowledgeable botanists 
building upon Hal's original eoneepts. Hal beeame ill while still 
a voLine man in his 3()s and eontinued his wr>rk on the 2nd edition 

m/ V- 

despite bouts with poor health. Friends and assoeiates lormed a 
Revision Committee in 1997. and with support t'lom the UNB 
Department of Biology, heljx'd him eomi^lete the work. Users ot 
this edition ean be giatelul for their dedieation and volunteer 
elTorts. Some eontributed in pai t by writing sections of the Floro. 
An Liptlated chapter on the “History of Plant Collecting” by C. 
Mary Y<.)ung is a fascinating account that puts the 2nd edition in 
the context of a lone strueele to understand the New Brunswick 
Moi'a. Stephen R. Clayden, liehenologist. wrote a .3()-page chapter. 
"History. Physie^d Setting, and Regional Variation of the Flora.” 
which is a comprehensive and detailed overview with more than 
130 relerences cited loi‘ this chapter aU)ne; this is richly expanded 
I'rom the 1st edition and will doubtless be cited in many future 
papers. James W. Golt/. with expertise in the Mora of Ontario and 
in Orehidaeeae of New Brunswick, updated the treatment of that 
group, and worked on numei'ous other keys and speeies notes as 
well. 

There are many line features ol the l loro oj New Brunswick. 
The font for the cover is Anus BT and the text font is Helvetica. 
Vaiying sizes and some headings in bokl make f(.)r high read- 
abilitv. The taxonomic treatments follow the first lour volumes 
of the Flora of Norili America and some unpublished revisions 
from upcoming volumes. A glossary is brightened by some line 
drawings and the delinitions aie concise but clear. The family key 


lirovides an entree, though it is probably easiest to use il one 
already has a rough idea ol what the plant in question might be 
(and aren't all such keys this way?). The keys are prepared so 
that each couplet references the previous eouiilet that brought one 
to a certain place, so the user ean easily I'etiaee the steps taken 
if necessary. A dot map and a line drawing accompany every 

. on the same page as the speeies notes. Dot maps are 
based on specimens in the Connell Memorial Herbarium. The 
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preseiitalioii ol maps and drawings is an improvemcnl over lhal 
ol the 1st edition, in which drawings and maps were each in 
separate appendices. The drawings are mostly Irom An JUiisirnit'd 
h oj the Norilieni United Slates and the British Possessions 
hy N. L. Britton and A. Brown (1913). Additional illustrations 
were prepared especially by C. Mary Young (the cover, 40 glos- 
saiy illustrations, 25 largei' illustrations). Carol Bayley (some of 
the glossary illustratic>ns), Mary Sims (ca. 13 smaller illustra¬ 
tions). Chris Sears, and W. A. Hathaway. A few of these illustra¬ 
tions appeared in Wi/dflowers of Cope Cod by Hinds and Hath- 
way ( 1968). These illustrations, which in my opinion could have 
been more prominently credited in the book, are what make this 
/■'loro especially user-friendly as they enable the user to establish 
whether or not he/she is in the ballpark. They are necessarily 
small, and lack scale, but they include cogent aspects that help 
jirovide a search image. 

Species notes include translation of the specific epithet: com¬ 
mon names including English. French. Maliseet. and Mi kmaej; 
geographic range: chromosome number: frequency: habitat anti 
ItK-ale information specific to New Brunswick and also through¬ 
out Canada in some cases: synonymy: larity rankings assigned 
hy the Atlantic Conservation Data Centre and signilied by stars: 
pollination and dispersal information if unusual: edibility: tt)xic- 
ity: status as invasive exotic: and folklore attributes. Wildlife uses 
are noted where pertinent, if they are relevant, subspecilic taxa 
are included. Recent taxonomic chanues are often noted with au¬ 


thor and relerenee so that one can look up recent systematic stud¬ 
ies. At the back, there are a 5-page bibliography and appendices 
that summari/e the flora and specify changes. Finally, the 2nd 


edition is completely indexed, including all common names. A 
lull description for each species is not offered: otherwise the vol¬ 
ume would be too unwieldy to take into the field. If neeessarv. 
the user can turn lor descriptions to other sources such as Cirov's 
Manind, Sth lulilion (Fernald 1950)—which Hal referred to as 
the “dinosaur.” For eriata and addenda, a web site is available 
(see publication information, above). 

Although Hal is much missed by those who worked with him 
on various plant conservation and taxonomy projects, the l lora 
of New Brnnswie/< is an excellent way to remember his warmth 
and humor and to benelit from his vast held experience and de¬ 
tailed study. Many in the Phodora readership live beyond the full 
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Liselulness ol the speeies inelucled in this Flora, but anyone who 
enjoys looking at plants will appreeiate the approaeh taken here. 
The 2nd edition sets a standard for state and regional Horae and 
should be studied as a model for other works of its kind. Doubt¬ 
less the 2nd edition will lead to the planning ol some botanieal 
vaeations in beautiful New Brunswiek. where so many interesting 
habitats and plants await those who want to appreeiate the llora 
throuiih Hal's eves. 
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